Objective Moral Values and Duties



The First American Female
Astronomer:
Maria Mitchell

In 1847, she discovered
a comet named 1847 VI

(modern designation C/1847 T1)

that was later known as
"Miss Mitchell's Comet"
In her honor



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C/1847_T1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miss_Mitchell%27s_Comet

Christiane (Janni)
Nusslein-Volhard

IS a
German developmental
biologist and a 1995 Nobel

Prize in Physiology or
Medicine laureate.

She is the only woman
from Germany to have
received a Nobel Prize in
the sciences for her part in
the discoveries concerning
the genetic control of early
embryonic development”.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Developmental_biologist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Prize_in_Physiology_or_Medicine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Prize

The Point of the Dinosaurs?
Hugh Ross — Astrophysisist
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yhPOj8rRVzs
35 minutes in.

God put the right creatures at the right time to prepare
the earth for man.

e 76 quadrillion tons of bio deposits

* Lime-Stone

* Coal |
* Oil "
* Natural Gas

* Marble



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yhPOj8rRVzs

Is there really such a thing as
right from wrong?



Objective Moral Values and Duties



THE MORAL ARGUMENT

1. If God does not exist,
Objective Moral Values and Duties
do not exist.

2. Objective Moral Values and Dutles
do exist.

3. Therefore, God exists.



Objective Moral Values
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It 1s Wrong:
1.To intentionally harm innocent people without
justification.
2.1t is wrong to deceive and lie to others, causing
harm.
3.Human beings have an inherent worth and

should be treated with respect and dignity.



When | say that moral values are "binding,"
| mean that they have a normative force
that requires us to act in certain ways,
regardless of our personal opinions or preferences.



The idea of moral values being binding suggests that
they have a universal and objective authority that
transcends individual preferences or cultural
practices.



It implies that moral values are not just expressions of
personal feelings or social conventions but are grounded
in some deeper reality or truth that is independent of
human opinions.



C.S. LEWIS points out in his book “Abolition
of Man” that across cultures and universally,
throughout history there are certain moral
truths that people are committed to things

like:
Courage

Faithfulness
Mercy



If | don’t believe in God are
you saying that | can’t be
good?

No, you just cannot account for objective
moral values. Without God, you cannot
ground objective good.



The universe we observe has
precisely the properties we should
expect if there is, at bottom, no
design, no purpose, no evil, no good,

nothing but blind, pitiless
indifference.

— Richard Dowkins —




THE MORAL ARGUMENT

1. If God does not exist,
Objective Moral Values and Duties
do not exist.

2. Objective Moral Values and Dutles
do exist.

3. Therefore, God exists.



Quarreling

When kids
quarrel aren't they
appealing to some kind of
standard of behavior to
which they expect the
other to know?

Adapted from
Mere Christianity
C.S. Lewis.
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Free to disobey only the moral law

Man can not disobey every law only
one.

Take gravity for example.

As a body, he is subjected
to gravitation and cannot disobey it.

if you leave him unsupported in mid-
air, he has no more falling than a

stone has.
There is only one law he is free to
disobey.
The moral law is peculiar to human
nature.

Adapted from
Mere Christianity
C.S. Lewis.




Nazis (blame)

What was the sense in
saying the enemy were
in the wrong unless
Right is a real thing
which the Nazis at
bottom knew as well as
we did, and ought to
have practiced?

Adapted from
Mere Christianity
C.S. Lewis.




~ Different Civilizations
~ Is there a country where

> N &

. =~ people are admired for

. running away in battle, or
.~ when a man felt proud of
| ;' , double-crossing all the
- people who had been
‘ r kindest to him. They have
7 always agreed that you
AT . - ought not to put yourself
A+ 1 first. Selfishness has never
§Adapted from s » been admired.

“““Mere Christianity

C.S. Lewis.



Two points

1. First, human beings all over the earth have this
curious idea that they ought to behave in a certain

way and cannot really get rid of it.

2. Secondly, that they do not if fact behave in that way.
They know the Law of Nature; they break it.

Adapted from
Mere Christianity
C.S. Lewis.




