
GOD REQUIRES THAT WE LOVE HIM 
AND LOVE OTHERS.  

WHY IS LOVING YOUR NEIGHBOR A BIG 
DEAL TO GOD?
Matthew 22:35-40
“35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this   
question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment 
in the Law?” 37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 
And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.”

1.	 During the time of Jesus, the religious community had 
	 613 laws or rules.  When asked which one is the most 
	 important, Jesus gives them two.  He gave them what 
	 they needed, not what they asked for.
2.	Notice how Jesus placed “Love God” before “Love your 
	 neighbor” because loving others flow’s out of our love 
	 for God.
3.	In verse 40, Jesus stated that all the law and prophets 
	 hang on these two commandments.  The word “hang” 
	 implies they are attached and inseparable.  So one 
	 cannot truly love God, without loving their neighbor.
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WHAT CAN WE TAKE AWAY 
FROM THIS LESSON?

1. God requires us to love our neighbors…
It’s an obedience issue.

2. If we are struggling loving others, it reveals a
deeper need to know and understand the depth of God’s 

love and forgiveness for us. (Romans 5:8)
3. I have to daily keep my judgemental spirit in 

submission to God’s love. 
4. Loving our neighbors will cost us our most 

important commodity… our Time. 

MOST OF US HAVE A PRE-DISPOSITION TO 
JUDGE OTHERS.
1.	 The religious community of the day went out of their 
	 way to appear superior in their  holiness.
2.	Often like the Pharisees, I can judge people by their 
	 exterior or current state of sin. (Matt. 23:25-26)
3.	The Pharisees where guilty of judging the outside of 
	 the cup instead of cleaning the inside.  Somehow for 
	 most people, it’s like we were born with a PhD in 
	 Judgemental-ness.
4.	Both Matthew & Luke recorded WHO we are to love, 
	 however Luke follows by recording Jesus explaining 
	 HOW we should show love in the story of the
	 Good Samaritan.  

READ LUKE 10: 33-35
1. 	The Good Samaritan saw him. (looked not ignored)
2. 	The need hit his heart and he took pity on the 
	 wounded. (sympathy/empathy)
3. 	The Good Samaritan took action and made time 
	 in his schedule. 
4. 	He touched him where it hurt and was not afraid 
	 to get dirty
5. 	He invested his own personal resources to provide 
	 care and housing for him.


